
PRELUDE: Of the Father’s Love Begotten                     13th Cent. Plainsong, arr. John Wilson 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who shines in glory, clothes us in compassion, 
and bears gifts of mercy for all. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Oh God, wonderful counselor, 
we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. 
We have not made room for you in our hearts or in our world. 
We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the stranger; 
we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
and open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us. 
Amen. 

We remain kneeling as the Pastor offers words of absolution;  
God’s forgiveness in grace, concluding as follows. 

God’s loving kindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. 
We are reconciled and made new for lives of grace by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

Through the Spirit living in you, God gives us faith to trust Jesus,  
who is Love born for you, now and always. 
Amen. 

b  GATHERING  b 
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GATHERING SONG: Word of God, Come Down on Earth                           ELW Hymn 510 
 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 
 your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 

 Amen. 

We sit. 



CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00 a.m.) 

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:7-14 
 7Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the 
 chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the 
 remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
 and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the 
 lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall 
 return here. 

  9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, 
  I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not 
 stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
  10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
  say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a 
 flock.” 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too 
 strong for him. 

  12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 
 over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the 
 young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, 
   and they shall never languish again. 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the 
 dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
  I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for 
 sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied 
 with my bounty, says the Lord. 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

b  WORD  b 



PSALM 147: The following refrain will be sung first by the cantor and then by the 
 congregation each time thereafter.  The congregation is invited to sing the verses 
 printed in bold type. 

 

 

 12Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem;  
 praise your | God, O Zion, 

 13who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 
 and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 

 14God has established peace | on your borders; 
 and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 

 15God sends out a command | to the earth, 
 a word that runs | very swiftly.  REFRAIN 

 16God gives snow like wool, 
 scattering | frost like ashes. 

 17God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 
 Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 

 18The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 
 the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 

 19God declares the | word to Jacob, 
 statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 
 20The LORD has not done so to any | other nation; 
 they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!  REFRAIN 
 
 
SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 1:3-14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
 Christ  with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in 
 Christ  before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
 love. 5He  destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
 to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
 bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
 forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished 
 on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his 
 will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the 
 fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
 earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
 according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 
 counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
 might live for the praise of his glory.  13In him you also, when you had heard the 
 word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 
 with the seal of the promised  Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance 
 toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

    The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

  The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:1-18 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
 God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 
 and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 
 was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness did not overcome it. 

   6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
 testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 
 light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
 was coming into the world. 

   10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
 did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
 accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
 to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
 or of the will of man, but of God. 

   14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
 glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and 
 cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
 because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
 grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
 Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
 Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

We sit. 

SERMON 



We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                  ELW Hymn 295 

Stanza 1: Cantor    Stanzas 2-5: Congregation 

NICENE CREED                                                                     Inside back cover of Hymnal 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

We sit. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: The Glory of the Father                                              Egil Hovland  

 The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
 We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God,  
 In Him, in Him was life; and the life was the light of all.  
 He came, to his own, and his own received him not.  
 The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
 We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

 

 

b  MEAL  b 



OFFERTORY SONG: Love Has Come 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                        ELW Page 152                                                

8:30 a.m. Spoken     11:00 a.m. Sung 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

We sit. 

 



HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar by 
 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. The 
 chalice has a larger portion which contains wine (red), and a smaller divided 
 section that contains grape juice (white) for those that are unable to partake of the 
 wine. Gluten free wafers are also available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant 
 know of your need.  

COMMUNION HYMNS:  Away In a Manger                                                 ELW Hymn 278 

  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                    ELW Hymn 276 

 We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: Angels, from the Realms of Glory                                      ELW Hymn 275 

 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Let Our Gladness Have No End 

 

 

 

 

For our Parents of Young Children 

• Relax-God put the wiggle in children, and you can rest assured that we are glad they are here 
worshipping with us. Consider sitting near the front of the church where your child can easily see 
and participate in worship.  Help them follow the service in the bulletin or hymnal, or grab a 
“Quiet Book” available in the narthex. These are great ways to keep your child engaged. If your 
child has questions about worship, one of our staff members would be glad to talk with your 
child and you.    

• If your child needs a break, feel free to use our parlor, located across the hall from the sanctuary. 
Parents and children may sit in the parlor and still see and hear the service. 

• A nursery is available during our 11:00 a.m. service for children four years and younger. If you 
need a quiet place to nurse your baby we have a nursing mother’s room right next to the nursery. 
Both are located though the glass doors toward the education wing. Just ask an usher, and they 
will gladly point the way. 
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Father” Text: © 1957, 1974, Walton Music  Used by permission Onelicens A717852. 

 


