
PRELUDE: Down to the River to Pray                                                                    arr. John Carter 

We stand. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Creating spirit, wash us anew. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
Delivering spirit, wash us anew. 
 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
Forgiving spirit, wash us anew. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Spirit of salvation, wash us anew. 
 

Shower us with your Spirit,  
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ  
our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

b  GATHERING  b 
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GATHERING SONG: Crashing Waters at Creation                                       ELW Hymn 455 
 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

KYRIE                                                                                                                       ELW Page 147 

HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast                                                                    ELW Page 149 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 
 your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 

 Amen. 

We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00 a.m.) 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 42:1-9 
 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 
 put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or 
 lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
  4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; 
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
  5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
   who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people 
 upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in 
 righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
 covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
  to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
 darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my 
 praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
 declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

b  WORD  b 



PSALM 29: The following refrain will be sung first by the cantor and then by the 
 congregation each time thereafter. The congregation is invited to sing the verses 
 printed in bold type. 

 

 

 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God's name; 
 worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
 the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. REFRAIN 

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD 
 bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. REFRAIN 

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
 And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, "Glory!" 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
 give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. REFRAIN 
 
 
SECOND READING: ACTS 10:34-43 
 34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that 
 God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
 right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
 preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout 
 Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 
 anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
 doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
 death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
 him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
 and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to 
 preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
 living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
 in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

    The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 3:13-17 
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
 you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for 
 us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus 
 had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
 opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 
 him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
 well pleased.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

We sit. 

SERMON 

We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized               ELW Hymn 304 

NICENE CREED                                                                     Inside back cover of Hymnal 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

We sit. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Once Led to your Font                                          Mark Oldenburg  

 Once led to your font to die and to live  
 called down to the water for washing,  
 O God, lead us out to serve and to give,  
 sent forth from the bath for the living.  
 
 Addressed by your word, caught tight and set free,  
 reshaped by our Savior’s embracing,  
 O God, lead us out, and speak by our deeds,  
 sent forth with your word for the nations.  
 
 Both welcomed and fed at your table of grace,  
 your supper brings life and salvation. 
 O God, lead us out to nourish and cheer,  
 sent forth from your meal for creation.  
 

The congregation stands and sings with the choir as the gifts are presented: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

b  MEAL  b 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                       ELW Page 152                                                

8:30 a.m. Spoken     11:00 a.m. Sung 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

We sit. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar by 
 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. The 
 chalice has a larger portion which contains wine (red), and a smaller divided 
 section that contains grape juice (white) for those that are unable to partake of 
 the wine. Gluten free wafers are also available. Please let the Pastor or Lay 
 Assistant know of your need.  



COMMUNION HYMN: Child of the Water                                                           Dakota Road 

The congregation is invited to sing the following refrain at the appointed times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From your first breath to the last step, all of the dance; 
 Down deep in your laughter, whatever your fears, try to remember... REFRAIN 
 
 Life is a gift, time carries on, and you will grow;  
 Amidst your believing and throughout your doubts, something is sure… REFRAIN 
 
 We journey together as children of God, sealed by the cross.  REFRAIN 

COMMUNION HYMN: Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart              ELW Hymn 800 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: Wade In the Water                                                                ELW Hymn 459 

 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Wade in the Water” 

 

 



For our Parents of Young Children 

• Relax-God put the wiggle in children, and you can rest assured that we are glad they are here 
worshipping with us. Consider sitting near the front of the church where your child can easily see 
and participate in worship.  Help them follow the service in the bulletin or hymnal, or grab a 
“Quiet Book” available in the narthex. These are great ways to keep your child engaged. If your 
child has questions about worship, one of our staff members would be glad to talk with your 
child and you.    

• If your child needs a break, feel free to use our parlor, located across the hall from the sanctuary. 
Parents and children may sit in the parlor and still see and hear the service. 

• A nursery is available during our 11:00 a.m. service for children four years and younger. If you 
need a quiet place to nurse your baby we have a nursing mother’s room right next to the nursery. 
Both are located though the glass doors toward the education wing. Just ask an usher, and they 
will gladly point the way. 
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