
PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who shines in glory, clothes us in compassion, 
and bears gifts of mercy for all. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

God, wonderful counselor, 
we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. 
We have not made room for you in our hearts or in our world. 
We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the stranger; 
we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
and open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us. 
Amen. 

We remain kneeling as the Pastor offers words of absolution;  
God’s forgiveness in grace, concluding as follows. 

God’s loving kindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. 
We are reconciled and made new for lives of grace by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

Through the Spirit living in you, God gives us faith to trust Jesus,  
who is Love born for you, now and always. 
Amen. 

b  GATHERING  b 
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GATHERING SONG: Angels from the Realms of Glory                                ELW Hymn 275 
 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 

 O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you 
 protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

We sit. 

 



CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00 a.m.) 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 63:7-9 
 7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
   the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
  because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
   and the great favor to the house of Israel 
  that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
   according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
  8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
   children who will not deal falsely”; 
  and he became their savior 
   9in all their distress. 
  It was no messenger or angel 
   but his presence that saved them; 
  in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
   he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 148: The following refrain will be sung first by the cantor and then by the 
 congregation each time thereafter.  

 

 Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise God in the heights.  
 Praise God, all you angels, praise him, all you host. REFRAIN 
 
 Let them praise the name of the Lord who alone is exalted.  
 The splendor of God’s name reaches beyond heaven and earth. REFRAIN 
 
 God exalts the strength of the people, is the praise of all the saints, 
 of the sons and daughters of Israel, of the people to whom he comes close.                         
     REFRAIN 
 
 
 

 

 

 

b  WORD  b 



SECOND READING: HEBREWS 2:10-18 
 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
 many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
 sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
 Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the 
 congregation I will praise you.” 

 13And again,  “I will put my trust in him.” And again,  “Here am I and the children 
 whom God has given me.” 

   14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
 the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 
 of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 
 by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 
 descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 
 sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
 the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
 18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 
 are being tested. 

  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

  



 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 2:13-23 
 13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
 dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
 remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
 him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
 Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had 
 been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
   16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
 he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
 or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was 
 fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

  18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   wailing and loud lamentation, 
  Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

   19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
 Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
 for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the 
 child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 
 Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
 there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.  

 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
 through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

We sit. 

SERMON 

We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Little Town of Bethlehem                                       ELW Hymn 279  

NICENE CREED                                                                     Inside back cover of Hymnal 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

 



PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

We sit. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Song of the Stable              Timothy Dudley-Smith/David Haas  

 Chill of the nightfall, lamps in the windows, letting their light fall clear on the 
 snow; bitter December bids us remember Christ in the stable long, long ago. 
 
 Silence of midnight, voices of angels,  singing to bid night yield to the dawn;  
 Darkness is ended, sinners befriended, where in the stable Jesus is born.  
 
 Splendor of starlight high on the hillside,  faint is the far light burning below; 
 Kneeling before him shepherds adore him, Christ in the stable long, long ago.  
 
 Glory of daybreak! Sorrows and shadows,  suddenly they break forth into morn;   
 sing out and tell now all shall be well now; for in the stable Jesus is born!  

OFFERTORY SONG: What Child is This? 

 

 

 

 

b  MEAL  b 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 Generous God, 
 you have given us life, this community, 
 and these gifts of the earth 
 that become the meal of your grace. 
 Move in our hearts, 
 that we might use your gifts 
 to bring hope and blessing wherever we go, 
 through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                        

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The presiding minister continues with the Great Thanksgiving after which we  
join in praying The Lord’s Prayer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

We sit. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar by 
 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. The 
 chalice has a larger portion which contains wine (red), and a smaller divided 
 section that contains grape juice (white) for those that are unable to partake of the 
 wine. Gluten free wafers are also available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant 
 know of your need.  

COMMUNION HYMN: Away In a Manger                                                    ELW Hymn 277 

 We stand. 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 Emmanuel, God with us, 

 you grace us with life and breath 

 and give us bread for the journey. 

 Send us out in service to this world that you love, 

 telling the amazing news of your coming 

 to be Savior and Lord of all. 

 Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: Go Tell It On the Mountain                                                 ELW Hymn 290 

 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

The Rev. Virginia S. Aebischer has served as Assistant to the Bishop, South Carolina Synod 
since 2008. She is a 1989 graduate of  Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, 
South Carolina and has served as Pastor at The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
Charleston, SC and at Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church, West Columbia, SC, ( 2001 – 2008). 

Ginny is married to The Rev. Paul Aebischer, Pastor at Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 
Columbia, SC and is the proud mother of two grown sons, Joshua, who lives and works in 
Columbia and Micah, who is a Sophomore at Clemson University.  

Prior to Paul's call to Ebenezer, the Aebischers were members here at St. Andrew's. It is a 
joy to have Ginny back in our midst this morning!  

 

Our guest organist this morning is Steve Galli. Steve, originally from Michigan, has been 
worshiping with our community for the past couple of years. In addition to his musical 
talents, Steve is a nurse at Lexington Medical Center.  

 

For our Parents of Young Children 

• Relax-God put the wiggle in children, and you can rest assured that we are glad they are here 
worshipping with us. Consider sitting near the front of the church where your child can easily see 
and participate in worship.  Help them follow the service in the bulletin or hymnal, or grab a 
“Quiet Book” available in the narthex. These are great ways to keep your child engaged. If your 
child has questions about worship, one of our staff members would be glad to talk with your 
child and you.    

• If your child needs a break, feel free to use our parlor, located across the hall from the sanctuary. 
Parents and children may sit in the parlor and still see and hear the service. 

• A nursery is available during our 11:00 a.m. service for children four years and younger. If you 
need a quiet place to nurse your baby we have a nursing mother’s room right next to the nursery. 
Both are located though the glass doors toward the education wing. Just ask an usher, and they 
will gladly point the way. 
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