
PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Through Christ God is pleased to reconcile all things whether on earth or in the heavens by making 
peace through the blood of the cross.  Yet, we often fail to live as those buried and raised with him 
in baptism.  Let us confess those ways we have failed to live as redeemed and reconciled children of 
God and neighbors to one another.    

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Our Father, 
You have taught us to pray and turn to you, yet we often fail to hallow your name on 
our lips or with our lives. 

We have fallen prey to human deceit and pride not bearing fruit in good works for 
you, or being the neighbors to all that you command us to be.    

We have not put to death earthly desires and impulses, anger and wrath, slander and 
malice, and have often led lives not worthy of the Lord.  We have not been united in 
love as you are with all. Forgive us, and shape us. Make us subject to you and to one 
another in your tender mercy. 

God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the reign of Gods’ beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sin.  We were once estranged and hostile to 
God but are now reconciled so that as God’s children we may be presented as holy, blameless and 
irreproachable before God.  In Christ, you are forgiven.  In Christ you are made new. 

Thanks be to God. 

The pastor continues with the words of absolution after which  

we stand for the hymn, facing the processional cross. 

 

b  GATHERING  b 
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the 

GATHERING SONG: Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun                             ELW Hymn 557 

 
 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

KYRIE             

 Cantor: In peace, in peace,     

 

 

 

 Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of 

 all. Let us pray to the Lord....REFRAIN 

 For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

 Word. Let us pray to the Lord....REFRAIN 

 Following final refrain we sing. 

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFRAIN 

Congregation Cantor 

Cantor 

the 



HYMN OF PRAISE: Now the Feast and Celebration 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 
 Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 
 wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00 a.m.) 

FIRST READING: GENESIS 15:1-6 

 1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 
 afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said,
  “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
 house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, 
 and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came 
 to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be 
 your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
 stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
 descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as 
 righteousness. 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 49: The following refrain will be sung first by the cantor and then by the  
  congregation each time thereafter. The congregation is also invited to sing 
  the verses in bold type. 

 

 

 

 Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD! 
 Happy the people chosen to | be God's heritage! 
 13The LORD looks | down from heaven, 
 and sees all | humankind. 
 14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 
 all who dwell | on the earth. 
 15God fashions | all their hearts 
 and observes | all their deeds.  REFRAIN 

b  WORD  b 



 16A king is not saved by the size | of the army, 
 nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength. 
 17The horse gives vain | hope for victory; 
 despite its great strength it | cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD, 
 upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 
 19to deliver their | lives from death, 
 and to keep them alive in | time of famine.  REFRAIN 

 20Our innermost being waits for | you, O LORD, 
 our helper | and our shield. 
 21Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 
 for in your holy name we | put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, | be upon us, 
 even as we place our | hope in you.  REFRAIN 
 

 
SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 3:16-25; 4:1-18  

  16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 
 wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
 to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
 Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 18Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19Husbands, love your 
 wives and never treat them harshly. 20Children, obey your parents in everything, for 
 this is your acceptable duty in the Lord. 21Fathers, do not provoke your children, or 
 they may lose heart. 22Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything, not only 
 while being watched and in order to please them, but wholeheartedly, fearing the 
 Lord. 23Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for 
 your masters, 24since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance 
 as your reward; you serve the Lord Christ. 25For the wrongdoer will be paid back for 
 whatever wrong has been done, and there is no partiality.  

 1Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, for you know that you also have a Master 
 in heaven. 2Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3At the 
 same time pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we 
 may declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, 4so that I may reveal it 
 clearly, as I should. 5Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most 
 of the time. 6Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
 know how you ought to answer everyone. 7Tychicus will tell you all the news about 
 me; he is a beloved brother, a faithful minister, and a fellow servant in the Lord. 8I 
 have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know how we are and 
 that he may encourage your hearts; 9he is coming with Onesimus, the faithful and 
 beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you about everything here. 
 10Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, as does Mark the cousin of Barnabas, 
 concerning whom you have received instructions — if he comes to you, welcome 
 him. 11And Jesus who is called Justus greets you. These are the only ones of the 
 circumcision among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a 
 comfort to me. 12Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you. 
 He is always wrestling in his prayers on your behalf, so that you may stand mature 
 and fully assured in everything that God wills. 13For I testify for him that he has 



 worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 14Luke, the beloved 
 physician, and Demas greet you. 15Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters in 
 Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. 16And when this letter has 
 been read among you, have it read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that 
 you read also the letter from Laodicea. 17And say to Archippus, "See that you 
 complete the task that you have received in the Lord." 

 18I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with 
 you.ng in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 12:32-40 

 [Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
 give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
 yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
 comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
 be also. 

   35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for 
 their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for 
 him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
 finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 
 down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the 
 night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

   39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
 coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, 
 for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

   The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 



We sit. 

SERMON 

We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens            ELW Hymn 771 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                          Inside back cover of Hymnal 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Keep Your Lamps                                                      Andre Thomas 

 Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
 Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. 
 Children, don’t get weary, children, don’t get weary,  
 Children, don’t get weary ‘til your work is done.  
 Christian journey soon be over,  Christian journey soon be over,  
 Christian journey soon be over,  the time is drawing nigh.  
 
 

We stand as the gifts are presented. 

 

 

b  MEAL  b 



OFFERTORY SONG: As the Grains of Wheat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving concludes: 

 ….to you, O God, Father, Son and holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
 church, now and forever. Amen. 

It is indeed right, our duty and joy….we praise and join their unending hymn: 

 

Congregation 

Congregation 

Congregation 



b  SENDING  b 

THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW page 154 

We sit. 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar rail by 
 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. Those 
 unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms 
 our Lord’s presence in, with, and under each element alone; however, gluten free 
 wafers and grape juice are available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant know 
 of your need. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM: Blessed Assurance          ASSURANCE, arr. Duane Funderburk  

COMMUNION HYMN: Amazing Grace                                                          ELW Hymn 779 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  AND PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine                           ELW Hymn 774 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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