
b  GATHERING  b 

PRELUDE: Come, Thou Fount                                                                                        Molly Ijames 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, 
anoint us, and make us new. 
Amen. 

In these forty days, let us rend our hearts, confess our sin, 
and receive God’s promise of mercy. 

 
We kneel. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Restoring and reconciling God, 

We have wandered far from your home; 
again and again, we lose our way. 
We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 
We forget that you have saved your people before 
and promise to do so again. 
Do not remember the deeds of our past, 
but turn our faces toward the future, 
where your forgiveness is sure, 
your welcome is clear, 
and your love overflows. 
Amen. 

After the Pastor offers the absolution we stand for the hymn,  

facing the processional cross as we begin. 
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b  WORD  b 

GATHERING SONG: What Wondrous Love Is This                                       ELW Hymn 666 

  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the  

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

 
KYRIE 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 
 God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your 
 mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table 
 of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

We sit 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00 a.m.) 



FIRST READING: JOSHUA 5:9-12  
 9The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 
 Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 
   10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on 
 the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the 
 passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and 
 parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and 
 the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that 
 year. 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 32:  The following refrain is sung first by the cantor, then by the congregation  
 each time thereafter.  The congregation is invited to sing the refrain printed 
 in bold type. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is | put away! 
 2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there | is no guile!   
 3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
  because of my groaning | all day long.  
 4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. REFRAIN 
 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
  I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD." 
  Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 
 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of   
  trouble; when the great waters overflow,  
  they | shall not reach them.   
 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.  
 8"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 
  I will guide you | with my eye.  
 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 
  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.  REFRAIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21  
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
 though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
 that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
 passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled 
 us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that  is, 
 in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
 against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are 
 ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you  on 
 behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 
 knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

   The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: The following refrain will be sung first by the cantor/choir 
  and then by the congregation, and by all after the verse. 
 

Cantor/choir: Return to the Lord with repentant hearts, repentant hearts. REFRAIN 

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 15:1-3, 11b-32  
 1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And  the 
 Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 
 sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who 
 had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
 the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A 
 few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 
 and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent 
 everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be  in 
 need. 1 

 5So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who  sent him 
 to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that 
 the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he 
 said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I 
 am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, 
 I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your 
 son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But 
 while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and 
 put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said  to him, ‘Father, I have 

 



b  MEAL  b 

 sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
 son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best  one—and 
 put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf 
 and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
 again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.  

 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
 heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was  going on. 
 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father  has killed the fatted calf, 
 because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to 
 go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 
 ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 
 disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
 might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has 
 devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the 
 father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we 
 had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to 
 life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

We sit. 

SERMON 

We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW Hymn 779 

APOSTLES’ CREED: Please turn to the back inside cover of your hymnal. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

 
 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

We sit. 



OFFERTORY ANTHEM: How Can I Keep From Singing                                  Taylor Davis 

 My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentations.  
 I hear the real, though far off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 Through all the tumult and the strife I hear its music ringing. 
 It sounds an echo in my soul; how can I keep from singing? 
 
 While though the tempest loudly roars, I hear the truth, it liveth.  
 And though the darkness round me close, songs in the night it giveth. 
 No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that rock I’m clinging.  
 Since love is lord of heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 
 When tyrants tremble sick with fear, and hear their deathknell ringing,  
 When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing? 
 In prison cells and dungeon vile, thoughts to them are winging,  
 when friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing?  

We stand and sing as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  ELW page 129 

8:30 a.m. Spoken         11:00 a.m.  Sung 



b  SENDING  b 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
  

We sit. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar rail by 
 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. Those 
 unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms   
 our Lord’s presence in, with, and under each element alone; however, gluten free 
 wafers and grape juice are available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant know of 
 your need.       

COMMUNION HYMNS: Just As I Am , without One Plea ELW Hymn 592 

 Now the Silence  ELW Hymn 460 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  AND PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                ELW Hymn 807 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

In observance of the solemnity of Lent, there will be no postlude. 



COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
Prayer of the Day and other liturgical   from Sundays & Seasons, copyright ©2006, Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  
Kyrie setting by David Haas, copyright 2003 by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission, OneLicense 
#A-717852.“Time of fulfillment” by James J. Chepponis, copyright 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. Psalter for Worship Year C, 
copyright ©2006 Augsburg Fortress, Used by permission. “How Can I keep from singing?” text by Robert Lowry, 1826-1899; 
public domain. .  “Seed that in earth is dying” Text by Svein Ellingsen, tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, , Music by Harald 
Herresthal. Translation copyright Hedwig T. Durnbaugh; music copyright Norsk Musikforlag, admin. Augsburg/Fortress. 
Used by permission Onelicense #717852 
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