
b  GATHERING  b 

PRELUDE: Dance Prelude on Unser Herrscher                                                         Neil Harmon           

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Let us confess our sin 

to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in truth. In your 

compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and our truth.  

Amen. 

 

With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, forgives you all 

your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

We remain kneeling as the pastor offers God’s absolution and forgiveness. Following 

absolution we stand for the hymn, facing the processional cross as we begin. 
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GATHERING SONG: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                                  ELW Hymn 533 

 
 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

KYRIE             

                            

 

 

 

  

 Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of 

 all....REFRAIN 

 For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

 Word....REFRAIN 

 Following final refrain we sing: 

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor REFRAIN 

Cantor 



HYMN OF PRAISE: Now the Feast and Celebration 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 
 O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself 
 and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00 a.m.) 

FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 17:22-24  

 22Thus says the Lord God:  
  I myself will take a sprig 
   from the lofty top of a cedar; 
   I will set it out. 
  I will break off a tender one 
   from the topmost of its young twigs; 
  I myself will plant it 
   on a high and lofty mountain. 
  23On the mountain height of Israel 
   I will plant it, 
  in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
   and become a noble cedar. 
  Under it every kind of bird will live; 
   in the shade of its branches will nest 
   winged creatures of every kind. 
  24All the trees of the field shall know 
   that I am the Lord. 
  I bring low the high tree, 
   I make high the low tree; 
  I dry up the green tree 
   and make the dry tree flourish. 
  I the Lord have spoken; 
   I will accomplish it. 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

b  WORD  b 



PSALM  92: The following refrain will be sung first by the cantor and then by the  
     congregation each time thereafter.  

 

 

 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to make music to your name, O Most High, 
 to proclaim your love in the morning and your truth in the watches of the night.  
 REFRAIN 

 The just will flourish like the palm tree and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 
 Planted in the house of the Lord they will flourish in the courts of our God, 
 Still bearing fruit when they are old, still full of sap, still green, 
 to proclaim that the Lord is just. My rock, in whom there is no wrong.  
 REFRAIN 
 

SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17  

 6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
 body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do 
 have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
 Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For 
 all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 
 recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

   [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 
 ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
 consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
 opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in 
 outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 
 God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, 
 because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he 
 died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 
 who died and was raised for them. 

   16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
 though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
 that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
 passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand. 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: MARK 4:26-34  

 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
 ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
 grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
 head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 
 with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

   30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 
 we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 
 smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 
 greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can 
 make nests in its shade.” 

   33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private 
 to his disciples. 

   The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

We sit. 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 



b  MEAL  b 

We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: For the Fruit of All Creation                              ELW Hymn 679 

APOSTLES’ CREED: Please turn to the back inside cover of your hymnal 

 

We remain standing for the prayers. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: How Can I Keep From Singing                                  Taylor Davis 

 My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentations.  
 I hear the real, though far off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 Through all the tumult and the strife I hear its music ringing. 
 It sounds an echo in my soul; how can I keep from singing? 
 
 While though the tempest loudly roars, I hear the truth, it liveth.  
 And though the darkness round me close, songs in the night it giveth. 
 No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that rock I’m clinging.  
 Since love is lord of heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 
 When tyrants tremble sick with fear, and hear their deathknell ringing,  
 When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing? 
 In prison cells and dungeon vile, thoughts to them are winging,  
 when friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing?  
 
 

 



We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY SONG: As the Grains of Wheat         

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Great Thanksgiving concludes: 

 ….to you, O God, Father, Son and holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
 church, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and joy….we praise and join their unending hymn: 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

We sit. 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar rail by 
 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. Those 
 unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms 
 our Lord’s presence in, with, and under each element alone; however, gluten free 
 wafers and grape juice are available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant know 
 of your need. 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS: O Living Breath of God                                        ELW Hymn 407 
  Seed That in Earth is Dying                                ELW Hymn 330 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  AND PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: On What Has Now Been Sown                                        ELW Hymn 550 

          Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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b  SENDING  b 
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