
b  GATHERING  b 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, 

the Word made flesh, 

the Power of the Most High, 

☩ one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Gathered in the name of Jesus, 

let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Gracious God, 

in Christ Jesus you come among us 

as light shining in darkness. 

We confess our failure to welcome this light. 

Forgive us and renew our hope, 

so that we may live in the light of your grace, 

and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord.  

Amen. 

We remain kneeling as the pastor offers God’s absolution and forgiveness. Following 

absolution we stand for the hymn, facing the processional cross as we begin. 
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GATHERING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW Hymn 288)

  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the  

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 
 Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 
 wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who 
 came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

  

 

We sit 

 

 



FIRST READING: ISAIAH 61:10-62:3  
 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
  for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
  as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
  11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
  so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
 
  62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
    and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
  until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
    and her salvation like a burning torch. 
  2The nations shall see your vindication, 
    and all the kings your glory; 
  and you shall be called by a new name 
    that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
  3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b  WORD  b 



PSALM 148: The refrain is sung first by the cantor, and then by the congregation each 
  time thereafter. The congregation is also invited to sing the verses printed  
  in bold type. 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD | from the heavens; 
  praise God | in the heights. 
 2Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
 4Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 
  and you waters a- | bove the heavens.  REFRAIN 
 5Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they | were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not | pass away.   
 7Praise the LORD | from the earth, 
  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
 12young | men and maidens, 
  old and | young together.  REFRAIN 
 13Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all |  
  faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the 
  LORD. | Hallelujah!  REFRAIN 
 

SECOND READING: GALATIANS 4:4-7  

 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
 under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
 receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
 of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but 
 a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

    The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: The refrain will be sung first by the cantor, and by the  
       congregation each time thereafter. 

 

 

Cantor: May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts;  
               and the fullness of his message live within you. (Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 2:22-40  

 22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph 
 and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
 written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
 the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
 Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

   25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
 righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
 Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
 not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
 came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
 what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
 saying, 
    29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
     according to your word; 
    30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
     31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
    32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
     and for glory to your people Israel.” 

   33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 
 the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so 
 that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
 soul too.” 

   36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
 was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped 
 there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began 
 to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
 redemption of Jerusalem. 

   39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
 to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled 
 with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

We sit. 

SERMON 

 

 



b  MEAL  b 

We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: In His Temple Now Behold Him (ELW Hymn 417) 

NICENE CREED: Please turn to the back inside cover of your hymnal. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: The Work of Christmas Begins (Dan Forrest) 

 When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, 
 When the kings and princes are home,  
 when the shepherds are back with their flock, 
 The work of Christmas begins: 
 To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to relase the prisoner, 
 To rebuild the nations; to bring peace among brothers,  
 to make music from the heart.  
 When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, 
 When the kings and princes are home,  
 when the shepherds are back with their flock, 
 The work of Christmas begins.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY SONG 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Spoken) (ELW page 152) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (ELW page 154) 

 
We sit. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar rail by 
 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. Those 
 unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms 
 our Lord’s presence in, with, and under each element alone. Gluten free wafers 
 are available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant know of your need. 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  AND PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (ELW Hymn 313) 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
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b  SENDING  b 

 


