
b  GATHERING  b 

PRELUDE: 11:00 a.m. Meditation on Kingsfold (arr. A.K. Organ) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

who comes to wake us from sleep, 
who leads us into the light of grace.  

Amen. 

Let us prepare the way of the Lord 
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

God of all time, 

we confess that we have not prepared 

for your merciful reign among us. 

We ignore our neighbors in need 

and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 

In your mercy forgive us. 

Grant us wisdom to welcome your light 

and to seek the things that will endure 

until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

We remain kneeling as the pastor offers God’s absolution and forgiveness. Following 

absolution we stand for the hymn, facing the processional cross as we begin. 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) is the red worship book found in your pew racks.  
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GATHERING SONG: Let Justice Flow Like Streams  (ELW Hymn 717) 

 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the  

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

 
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Cantor:  

We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth light, and you led your 
people Israel with wonders and with signs.  

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: 

for your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide 

   

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We continue with spoken intercessions. Each intercession will end with “O 
 Emmanuel,” to which we respond:  “Wake us to your coming.” 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 
 Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of 
 your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

  

We sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (11:00 a.m.)  

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11  
 1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 
  he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 
  to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 
  2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; 
   to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
   to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
  They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his 
 glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
 devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 
  8For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
  I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 
 with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring 
 among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom 
 the Lord has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult 
 in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself  
 with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
  11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
 spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
 the nations. 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

b  WORD  b 



LUKE 1:46B-55 (Sung by all) (ELW HYMN 251) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-24  

 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
 is  the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 
 despise  the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
 22abstain from every form of evil. 

   23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
 and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The 
 one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

 

   The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
 testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 
 light, but he came to testify to the light. 

   19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
 Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 
 confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
 Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they 
 said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
 you say about yourself?” 23He said,  “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
 wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said. 
   24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 
 baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John 
 answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
 know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
 sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  



We sit. 

SERMON 

We stand and sing. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: On Jordan’ s Banks the Baptist’s Cry (ELW Hymn 249) 

NICENE CREED: Please turn to the back inside cover of your hymnal. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: 8:30 a.m. Meditation on Kingsfold (arr. A.K. Organ) 

 11:00 a.m. Lost in the Night (arr. K. Haugen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b  MEAL  b 



OFFERTORY RESPONSE 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW page 129) 

8:30 a.m. Spoken        11:00 a.m. Sung 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (ELW page 134) 

We sit. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar rail by 

 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. Those 

 unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms 

 our Lord’s presence in, with, and under each element alone. Gluten free wafers 

 are available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant know of your need. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: Christ, Be Our Light (ELW Hymn 715) 

We stand. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  

 

 



b  SENDING  b 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Come One, Come All!  

Christmas Pageant and Lunch  

(Immediately following 11:00 a.m. Worship) 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we present “Time Machine Christmas” 

Christmas Caroling 

(Immediately following the Christmas pageant) 

Caroling is sponsored by Luther League, but all are welcome! After enjoying our 
annual Christmas pageant in the church Fellowship Hall, we will gather and depart to 
share Christmas joy with some of our homebound members. After caroling, we'll return to 
the church for hot chocolate and be wrapped up by 3:45 p.m. Please plan to join us! 
QUESTIONS? Contact Jenny Walrath.  

Youth Zoo Lights and Christmas Party today from 5:15 — 8:00 p.m. 
We will leave the church by 5:15 p.m. to go to the zoo to see the lights then we’ll head over 

to the Mullins’ house for dinner and Christmas party. Bring $11 or zoo membership card if 

you have one and bring a wrapped gift ($5 to $10) to exchange. 

Youth Mall Adventure - December 21 
Noon-2 p.m. – Youth Mall Adventure with Pastor Trump. Bring money for lunch at the 

mall and meet at the food court of Columbiana Centre to begin our adventure.   

 

College Connect Dinner - December 21 
College students will meet at the Cooperative Ministry at 3:00 p.m. for our service project, 

followed by dinner at the Mellow Mushroom in the Vista at 5:30.  

 Advent Wednesday Evening Dinner and Worship 
December 20 

5:30 p.m. Dinner    6:15 p.m. Worship 

Dinner and worship are both in the Fellowship Hall. 

This week’s delicious menu is provided by Jill Areheart and Keith Marsh 

MENU: Sausage Lentil Soup (vegetarian option available), salad, rolls and dessert. 

Young at Heart will meet on Thursday, December 21 at 
12:00 p.m. for a covered dish luncheon in the Fellowship 
Hall. You do not have to be a regular to join us. Please contact 
Mary DeHihns for more information (803) 397-2317. 

 

Young at Heart 



December 17 
Counters: Bobbie Bell & Kathie Nixon 
Greeters: 8:30 Lula Wilson 
                     11:00  Patsy South 
Flowers: Robert Lunsford 
Reader: 8:30 Theresa Henry  
                  11:00 Buddy Lewis 
Communion Assistant: 8:30 Sharon Berger 
                                                 11:00 Judy Venturella 
Lay Assistant: TBD 
Acolyte: Makenna Schodowski 
Crucifer: Bailey Derrick 
Nursery: Varco 
Grounds: (Dec. 16)  Shawn Skillman 
Council Collections: Tom Bane,  
Ruth Lackstrom, Deborah Slice 

 

December 24 
Counters: Sharon Berger & Barbara Weaver 
Greeters: 8:30 Mary DeHihns 
                     11:00 Cathy Jordan 
Flowers: Mike and James Ann Sheley 
Reader: 8:30 Hal Ray, 11:00 Kara Montgomery 
Communion Assistant:  
                   8:30 Elizabeth Selkinghaus   
                   11:00 Tom Bane 
Lay Assistant: Kasarah Boiter 
Acolyte: Rebecca LaSalle 
Crucifer: Peyton Player 
Nursery: Williams 
Grounds: (Dec. 24)  Take the day off 
Council Collections: Tom Bane,  
Ruth Lackstrom,  Deborah Slice 

Ministry Assignments 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday, December 17 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m................... Worship 
9:45 a.m. ............................... Sunday School 
12:00 p.m. ............................. Christmas 
 .............................................. Pageant and 
 .............................................. Lunch 
1:30 p.m. ............................... Caroling 
5:15 p.m. ............................... Youth Christmas 
 .............................................. Party 
Tuesday, December 19 
7:00 p.m. .............................. Handbell  
 .............................................. Rehearsal 

Wednesday, December 20 
5:00 p.m. .............................. Discipleship  
 .............................................. Bible Study 
5:30 ....................................... Dinner 
6:15 p.m. ............................... Worship 
7:00 p.m. .............................. Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 21 
12:00 p.m. ............................ Young at Heart 
12:00 p.m. ............................ Youth Mall  
.............................................. Adventure 
3:00 p.m. .............................. College Connect 
.............................................. Service Project @ 
.............................................. Cooperative  
.............................................. Ministry 
5:30 p.m. .............................. College Connect 
.............................................. Dinner 

Sunday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. ................. Worship 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
5:00 p.m. .............................. Worship 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 

Prayer of the Day and other liturgical   from Sundays & Seasons, copyright ©2006, Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

Blessing of the Advent wreath text by Paul Friesen-Carper based on Evening Prayer in Evangelical Lutheran Worship; music 
by Paul Friesen-Carper, copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

 “Savior of the Nations Come” text atrr. Ambrose of Milan; Martin Luther tr. Hymnal version. Music J. Walter, Gesitliche 
Gesangbuchlein, 1524. Text copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission Onelicense.net A-717852 

“Canticle of the Turning” text by Rory Cooney, b. 1952 based on the magnificat. Music Irish traditional. Text copyright 1990 
GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission Onelicense.net A-717852 

Flowers 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God, in honor of 
Dollie Lunsford's birthday on Dec. 15, by Robert Lunsford. 
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