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  PRELUDE   
 

Let All Mortal Flesh  arr. Duane Funderburk  
 

 

Now the Heavens Start to Whisper  Thomas Keesecker 
 

Now the heavens start to whisper 

as the veil is growing thin. 

Earth from slumber wakes to listen 

to the stirring, faint within: 

Seed of promise, deeply planted, 

Christ to spring from Jesse’s stem! 

Like the soil beneath the frost-line, 

hearts grow soft to welcome him. 
 

Heavy clouds that block the moonlight 

now begin to drift away. 

Diamond brilliance through the darkness 
shines the hope of coming day. 

Christ the morning star of splendor, 

gleams within a world grown dim. 

Heaven’s ember fans to fullness; 

hearts grow warm to welcome him. 
 

Christ, eternal sun of justice, 

Christ, the rose of wisdom’s seed, 

come to bless with fire and fragrance 

hours of yearning, hurt and need. 

In the lonely, in the stranger, 

in the outcast hid from view: 

Child who comes to grace the manger, 

teach our hearts to welcome you.  
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Winter Carol  Frances Meier 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heav’n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign; 

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

worshiped the Beloved with a kiss. 

 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 
 

 

See, Amid the Winter’s Snow  Dan Forrest 
 

See amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below, 

see the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, hail redemption’s happy dawn, 

sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

 

Lo, within a manger lies he who built the lofty skies, 

He, who throned in light sublime, sits amid the cherubim. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, Hail, redemptions, happy dawn, 

sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

 

Sacred infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine, 

thus to come from highest bliss, down to such a world as this. 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn, hail redemption’s happy dawn, 

Sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

Alleluia. 
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Joseph’s Lullaby  Millard Bannister 
 

Go to sleep my Son, 

this manger for your bed 

You have a long road before You; 

rest Your little head.  
 

Can You feel the weight of Your glory? 

Do You understand the price? 

Or does the Father guard Your heart for now so 

You can sleep tonight? 
 

Go to sleep my Son. 

Go and chase Your dreams. 

This world can wait for one more moment;   

go and sleep in peace. 
 

I believe the glory of Heaven  

is lying in my arms tonight. 

But Lord, I ask that He for just this moment 

simply be my child. 
 

Go to sleep my Son. 

Baby, close Your eyes 

Soon enough You'll save the day,  

but for now, dear Child of mine 

Oh my Jesus, sleep tight. 
 

 

Il est né  Traditional French Carol, arr. Jason Krug 

 

 

Noel Nouvelet  arr. Adalya Hadar 

 

 

What Child Is This  English ballad, 16th cent. 
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The entire liturgy for tonight’s worship is printed herein. 

We participate in song by singing the music provided  

and in speaking the words printed in bold face type. 
 

  GATHERING   
 

 

 

We stand and face the processional cross. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 
The Christmas Proclamation derives from the old Roman Martyrology (list of faithful 

witnesses to the work and ministry of Christ in his holy Church) and is, in fact, the first 

historical reference to the celebration of Christmas. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN:  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 
 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

 be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you.  
 

 Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light.  Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and 

in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

 Amen. 

We sit. 
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  WORD   
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

 on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY 
 Tollite Hostias  Camille Saint-Saens 

 

Enter the holy gates with adoration, 

Bring the Lord an offering in the holy place. 

Let heav’n rejoice and let earth ring out praises. 

Let all exult at the face of the Lord, for he comes, Alleluia 
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SECOND READING:  Titus 2:11-14 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that 

are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and 

the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it 

is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 

for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand, facing the processional cross at the center aisle for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL PROCESSION:   
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GOSPEL READING:  Luke 2:1-20 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 

 Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 
 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 

them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  
 

 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ! 
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GOSPEL PROCESSION:   

 
 

We sit. 
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SERMON 
 

 

 

We stand. 
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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NICENE CREED 
 

 Let us confess our faith. 
 

 We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven;  

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again  

 in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

 Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those 

in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

 

We remain standing for the prayers. 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:  Lord, in your mercy, 

And we respond:  hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

PEACE 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 

and may say “Peace be with you.” 

After the peace is shared, we sit for the Offering. 
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  MEAL   
 

 

OFFERING:  Born in the Night, Mary’s Child  Geoffrey Ainger/arr. Hal Hopson 
 

Born in the night, Mary's Child,  

a long way from your home; 

coming in need, Mary's Child,  

born in a borrowed room. 
 

Clear shining light, Mary's Child,  

your face lights up our way; 

light of the world, Mary's Child,  

dawn on our darkened day. 
 

Truth of our life, Mary's Child,  

you tell us God is good; 

Yes, it is true, Mary's Child,  

shown on your cross of wood. 
 

Hope of the world, Mary's Child,  

you're coming soon to reign; 

King of the earth, Mary's Child,  

walk in our streets again. 
 

Mary’s Child, 

the Prince of Peace is born. 
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We stand. 
 

 

OFFERTORY:  What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
 

Good and loving God,  

we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,  

who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace.  

As you have blessed us with your gifts,  

let them be a blessing for others.  

With the trees of the field,  

with all earth and heaven,  

we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise… 
 

The minister continues with the preface for the day and concludes: 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 

 
  



 19  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The presiding minister recites the Eucharistic prayer and upon hearing: 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

We respond: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

The thanksgiving continues and concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

We sit. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome to commune. We commune by intinction, taking the consecrated bread 

and then dipping it into the chalice. Those unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread 

are assured that the Church affirms our Lord's presence in, with and under each element 

alone. Gluten free wafers are available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant know of 

your need. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

 

 

MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION  
 

 Coventry Carol  arr. Lloyd Larson 

 

 Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming  arr. Carol Neuen-Rabinowitz 
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  Away in a Manger 
 

 
 

 

After all have communed, we stand. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.   Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of Christ's 

very life, you give us food for our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you 

brought the holy family home again, guide us on the way unfolding before us. 

Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim good news of great joy in Jesus Christ 

our Lord.    

Amen. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING 
The ushers will light candles for worshippers at the end of each pew as the choir sings 

“Night of Silence.” Please pass the light to other worshippers in your pew, remembering 

to tip the unlighted candle toward the candle that is already lighted.  
 

SCRIPTURE:  John 1:1-5, 10-14 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  Silent Night 
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  SENDING   
 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life. 

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength. 

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world. 

And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

POSTLUDE:  Joy to the World  arr. Carol Neuen-Rabinowitz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Service and Music are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All 

rights reserved. Used by permission.  Gospel Acclamation “Christmastime Alleluia” by James J. Chepponis, 

copyright 1997 by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Poinsettia dedications are available 

on the Welcome Table in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

Please join us on Christmas Day  

for Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m. and 

each week for Sunday worship at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
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