
15th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 17, 2017    11:00 a.m. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type. 

PRELUDE The Saluda River Band 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

 In the name of the Father, and of the  d Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 Relationships with God, and with one another, begin with honesty. We are called by God 

 to be truthful about who we are, who we long to be, and who God is. Let us confess those 

 ways  we have not lived up to God’s desire for us in all relationships God has given us. 

Silence for prayer and reflection. 
  
 

 Dear God of mercy, 

 We confess to you, dear God, that 

 from our hearts come evil intentions 

 and out of our mouths destructive words. 

 With our ears we hear your word of free grace, 

 yet we expect others to earn that same blessing. 

 We hold grudges even against our brothers and sisters, 

 and we fail to forgive as you forgive us. 

 We even rebuke you, demanding you follow our wishes 

 rather than walking in the way of the cross. 

 Forgive us, and renew our hearts and minds. 

 Help us to discern your will,  

       to know what is good and acceptable to you, 

 and to live with honesty and faithfulness in all our relationships. Amen. 
 

We remain standing as the pastor offers God’s absolution and forgiveness.  

b  GATHERING  b 
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GATHERING SONG 

 

 

 

  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the  

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KYRIE 

 Cantor: In peace, in peace, 

 
 

  

 Cantor: 

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of 
all….Refrain 

For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 
Word…..Refrain 

 

 Following final refrain we sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 
 Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 
 in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

We sit 



b  WORD  b 

FIRST READING: GENESIS 50:15-21  

 15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 
 bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
 him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
 before  he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 
 the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 
 servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then 
 his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 
 slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 
 to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will 
 provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking 
 kindly to them. 

    The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  103:  The following refrain will be sung first by the cantor and then by the   
      congregation each time thereafter.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy name.  
 Bless the Lord, O my soul, bless the Lord, O my soul,  
 And never forget all his benefits. Refrain 

 It is the Lord who forgives all your sins, who heals everyone of your ills, 
 Who redeems your life from the grave,  
 who crowns you with mercy and compassion. Refrain 

 He will not always find fault; nor persist in his anger forever.  
 He does not treat us according to our sins,  
 nor repay us according to our faults. Refrain 

 For as the heavens are high above the earth,  
 so strong his mercy for those who fear him. As far as the east is from the west,  
 so far from us does he remove our transgressions. Refrain 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: ROMANS 14:1-12  

 1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
 opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 
 not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to 
 pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand 
 or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

   5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
 alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, 
 observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 
 they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 
 give thanks to God. 

   7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to 
 the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 
 die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might 
 be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

   10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 
 your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For 
 it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
 shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 18:21-35  

 21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins 
 against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 
 him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

   23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
 settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 
 ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord 
 ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
 and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
 patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord 
 of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he 
 went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
 seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell 
 down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he 
 refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 
 they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 
 summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
 because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
 slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
 tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to 
 every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
  

   The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

We sit. 

SERMON 
 

We stand and sing. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW Hymn 779) 

 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 

 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 

 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
 I have already come; 
 ’tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 

 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven,  
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Down By the Riverside (arr. D. Kallman) 

    

Following the offering, we stand. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 God of life, 
 you give us these gifts of the earth, 
 these resources of our life and our labor. 
 Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, 
 and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. 

 Amen. 

 

b  MEAL  b 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It is indeed right, our duty and joy....we praise and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving concludes: 

 ….to you, O God, Father, Son and holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 

 church, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be thy name, 

      thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

      as we forgive those  

            who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

      and the power, and the glory, 

      forever and ever.  

                                                                                           Amen 

 

We sit. 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received by intinction; we 

 receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. Those unable to partake of 

 wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms  our Lord’s presence in, 

 with, and under each element alone. Gluten free wafers are available. Please let the 

 Pastor or Lay Assistant know of your need. 

COMMUNION MUSIC: Behold the Lamb (Townsend)  

                                                 House of God Forever (Jon Foreman ) 

We stand. 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

 Holy and compassionate God, 
 in bread and wine you give us gifts 
 that form us to be humble and courageous. 
 May your words come to life 
 in our serving and in our witness, 
 that we might speak a living voice 
 of healing and justice to all the world, 
 through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

 Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

b  SENDING  b 



The Saluda River Band was formed in June of 2017.  The members met at Bill's Music 
Shop and Pickin' Parlor, where they had been participating in open jam sessions.  The 
members all share a love for old-time traditional music, including folk, country, bluegrass, 
and country. 

Members include Nathan Speare (guitar and lead vocals), Anna Speare (bass and lead 
vocals), Brian (harmonica) and Sue Skelley (guitar and lead vocals), Leo Pearson (guitar 
and lead vocals), Dick Workman (mandolin), and Steve Slice (banjo). 

The band appreciates the opportunity to play and thanks St. Andrew's Lutheran for 
inviting them to participate in the worship service today. 
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September 17, 2017 

 
In Our Prayers 

Rachel Potts, undergoing cancer treatments  
Shirley Sanders, recovering at home  
Marjorie Fulmer, recovering at home 
Pete Cox, Wildewood Downs 
Mildred Boucher, undergoing cancer treatments 
Jim Tener, recovering at home 
 

Flowers 
If you would like to donate flowers for the altar, the sign-up poster is located on the bulletin board in the 
narthex. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
We need a few more people to make it feasible to do a week day Bible Study taught by Pastor Trump. This study 
would meet on Thursdays at 11 a.m. and would last one hour. If you would be interested in being a part of this 
meaningful study, please let Pastor Trump, Sandra Holland, or the church office know.  

Family Promise 

Family Promise is a one-week shelter for families who are temporarily 
experiencing homelessness. Host churches provide the families with an evening 
meal, sleeping space and a common area where they can relax together.  
 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church will be hosting Family Promise the week of September 24 – October 1, 2017. 
You may sign up online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448adaf2ca7f85-family or sign up on the 
board in the Narthex for volunteer opportunities for the week, or contact Steve Slice at  803-957-8371 or 
SPSlice@yahoo.com. 

Backpack Update 

Many thanks to everyone who helped pack food for our students at E.E. Taylor last 
Sunday! Our first delivery won't start until later this month, per the school's request, 
but it feels good to have it all packed and ready to go! 

We are still in need of several people to lead the packing after the 11:00 service for 
October through May. What the "packing leader" does: shows any new packers what 
to do, breaks down the cardboard boxes for recycling as food is packed, makes sure 
that each pallet in the Backpack room has the appropriate number of bags on it, and 
breaks down tables and puts them back in the storage closet in the narthex after all the 
food is packed. Basically you would make sure the Sunday packing runs smoothly! If 
this is something you would be willing to help with once or multiple times, please let Paige Gates or Lessia 
Lynch know and we will get you set up with a date/dates. We typically pack the first Sunday of the month, but 
that may change depending on when we get our food delivery from Harvest Hope. Paige can be reached 
at paigewalrath@yahoo.com. 

We are getting close to our goal.  Updated numbers to come next week, so be looking for those!  

Young At Heart 

The Young at Heart will be traveling to Hendersonville on Thursday, September 28th, to pick apples.  There are 
only three spots left. If you are interested in joining the group, contact Mary DeHihns at 803-731-1253.  

In the Meantime 

Join us today at 5:30 p.m. at Cool Beans Coffee at 1217 College Street, Columbia 
to discuss a podcast of an interview with ELCA Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton. She 
discusses many topics of faith; sharing her own views and those of the church. The link 
below contains the podcast as well as some highlights of the discussion. If you're a 
podcast-listening person, you are encouraged to take time to listen to this. If you don't 
do podcasts, read the article. What is our church leader saying? What does this mean 
for us? 

The podcast can be downloaded from chicagosuntimes.com.  

Pass this along to friends and bring them with you! 

 

 

 

Ruth Penney, recovering at home 
Allen Semones, recovering at home 
Keenan Shealy 
Iva Metze, recovering at home 
Claude Metts, NHC 
James Baldwin, Lowman Home 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448adaf2ca7f85-family
mailto:paigewalrath@yahoo.com
http://chicago.suntimes.com/chicago-politics/elizabeth-eaton-presiding-bishop-evangelical-lutheran-church-in-america-chicago-if-hell-exists-i-think-its-empty-face-to-faith-podcast/


Sunday, September 17 
8:30 a.m. ...................................... Worship 
9:45 a.m. ...................................... NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
11:00 a.m. .................................... Worship @ Saluda Shoals 
12:00 p.m. .................................... CHURCH PICNIC 
1:00 p.m. ...................................... Luther League bike ride in park 
1:00 p.m.  ..................................... Youth group kayak  
 ..................................................... on the Saluda River 
5:30 p.m. ......................................In the Meantime 

Monday, September 18 
7:00 p.m. ..................................... Handbell Rehearsal 

Wednesday, September 20 
5:30 p.m. ...................................... Disciple’s Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. ..................................... Adult Choir 

Thursday, September 21 
9:30 a.m. ...................................... WELCA Quilters 
12:00 p.m. .................................... Annual Lunch for 
 ..................................................... Lowman Home and  
 ..................................................... Young at Heart 
Sunday, September 24 
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. ................ Worship 
9:45 a.m. ...................................... SUNDAY SCHOOL 
12:00 p.m. .................................... Family Promise Begins 
6:30 p.m....................................... Early American Hymn Tunes   
                                                             and Spirituals @ St. Andrew’s Baptist Church 

Weekly Schedule 

Outside Groups using the Building: 

AA Meetings: Monday-Friday at 5:30 p.m.,  
Saturday at 10:30 a.m. 

 
OA Meetings: Tuesday at 10:30 a.m.  

Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  
 

AL Anon: Monday & Thursday at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. & Saturday at 10:30 a.m. 

 
SA Meetings: Sunday & Monday at 7 p.m. 

 
Karen Baptist Church: Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Disaster Response Giving Challenge 
We are no strangers to the forces of Mother Nature as many of our friends are still recovering from the flood 
two years ago. It is in that spirit that we reach out to our neighboring states. The Social Ministry Committee is 
issuing a Giving Challenge. Through October 29th, we will match dollar-for-dollar (up to $500 total) for all 
donations given to provide relief, recovery and rebuilding efforts after the recent storms.  

Please make your checks payable to St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church and indicate “Hurricane Disaster 
Response” on the memo. St. Andrew’s will then send one donation to Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR). 
Lutheran Disaster Response has guaranteed that 100% of our donations will be used for hurricane disaster 
response in the US. Don’t miss this opportunity to double the impact of your donation!  

September 17 
Counters: Bobbie Bell, Kathie Nixon 
Greeters: 8:30 Teresa Ratliff, 11:00 Shirley Swanson 
Reader: 8:30 Becca Kelly, 11:00 Christa LaSalle 
Communion Assistant: 8:30 Theresa Henry 
                                                 11:00 Kaitlyn Berger 
Lay Assistant: Sheila Goins (8:30) 
Grounds: (September 16) Jason Godfrey, David Shaw 
Council Collections: Phillip Jenkins, Claire Birdsong 
                                            Shawn Skillman 

 
 
 
 

September 24 
Counters: Sharon Berger & Barbara Weaver 
Greeters: 8:30 Sandra Ringer, 11:00 Buddy Lewis 
Flowers: Shawn & Erin Skillman 
Reader: 8:30 Sharon Berger,  11:00 Beth Trump 
Communion Assistant: 8:30 Sheila Goins 
                                                 11:00 Buddy Lewis 
Lay Assistant: Donna Ray 
Acolyte: Carter Godfrey 
Crucifer: Will Shirer 
Nursery: Lucas 
Grounds: (September 23) John Mackenzie, Bryan Potts 
Council Collections: Phillip Jenkins, Claire Birdsong 
                                            Shawn Skillman 

Ministry Assignments 

“Early American Hymn Tunes and Spirituals” 

September 24, 6:30 p.m. 

St. Andrew’s Baptist Church, 230 Bush River Road 

On Sunday, September 24, St. Andrew’s Baptist Church will host the “Early American Hymn Tunes and 

Spirituals” service at 6:30 PM. This has become an annual event that features choirs from area churches 

that come together to sing, worship and share in great music. In additional to the music offered by the 

individual and combined choirs, there will be congregational singing, as well. Please join us for this 

inspiring and beautiful ecumenical worship event!  

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday from  9:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m. If you have an emergency and 
can’t reach someone in the office, please call 
Pastor Trump at (803) 920-2722 or Sandra 
Holland at (803) 269-9659.  
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