
b  GATHERING  b 

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, 

the Word made flesh, 

the Power of the Most High, 

☩ one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Gathered in the name of Jesus, 

let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Gracious God, 

in Christ Jesus you come among us 

as light shining in darkness. 

We confess our failure to welcome this light. 

Forgive us and renew our hope, 

so that we may live in the light of your grace, 

and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord.  

Amen. 

 
We remain kneeling as the pastor offers God’s absolution and forgiveness. Following 

absolution we stand for the hymn, facing the processional cross as we begin. 
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GATHERING SONG: Joy to the World (ELW Hymn 267)

  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the  

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 
 Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to 
 illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and 
 enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

  

 

We sit 

 

 



FIRST READING: ISAIAH 52:7-10  
 7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 
 peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
 reigns.” 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in 
 plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed 
 Jerusalem. 10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
  and all the ends of the earth shall seethe salvation of our God.   

 
 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 98: The refrain will be sung first by the cantor, and by the congregation each  

                         time thereafter. 

 

 

 

 Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds,  

 His right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm. Refrain 

  

 The Lord has made his salvation known, his justice revealed to the nations, 

 remembering kindness and faithfulness towards Israel.  Refrain 

  

 All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 

 Sing joyfully to the Lord all you lands, break into song, sing praise. Refrain 

  

 Sing praise to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and melodious song, 

 With trumpets and the sound of the horn sing joyfully to our king. Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b  WORD  b 



SECOND READING: HEBREWS 1:1-4 [5-12]  

 1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
 things,  through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory 
 and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
 word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
 Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
 inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

  5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have  
 begotten you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 
 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  “Let all God’s 
 angels  worship him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his 
 servants flames of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever 
 and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved 
 righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
   with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 10And, “In the beginning, Lord, 
 you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
  11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 
  12like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 
  But you are the same, and your years will never end.”  

   The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: The refrain will be sung first by the cantor, and by the  
       congregation each time thereafter. 

 

 

Cantor:  Good news and great joy to all the world;  
  today is born our savior, Christ the Lord. (Refrain) 
  

 

 

 



 The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:1-14 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
 God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 
 and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 
 was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
   6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
 testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 
 light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
 was coming into the world. 

 
   10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
 did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
 accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
 to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
 or of the will of man, but of God. 
 
   14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
 glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

We sit. 

SERMON 

We stand and sing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 

 

NICENE CREED: Please turn to the back inside cover of your hymnal. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession will end with “Lord in your mercy”, to which we respond:  

“Hear our prayer.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace using these or similar words:  

“Peace be with you.” 

 

We sit. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Hush, My Dear, in the Manger (Burrows) 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW page 152) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (ELW page 154) 

b  MEAL  b 



We sit. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All are welcome to commune. Communion will be received at the altar rail by 

 intinction; we receive the consecrated bread and dip it into the chalice. Those 

 unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms 

 our Lord’s presence in, with, and under each element alone. Gluten free wafers 

 are available. Please let the Pastor or Lay Assistant know of your need. 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  AND PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW Hymn 288) 

           Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
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b  SENDING  b 
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